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AMID HEIGHTENING CONTROVERSY ABOUT THE WARREN REPORT,
GOVERNOR CONNALLY EXAMINES FOR ‘LIFE' THE ASSASSINATION FILM

The Commission said President Kennedy and
Connally were hit by the same bullet. Connally
still vigorously claims he was hit by a second
bullet. That Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone is...

A MATTER OF REASONABLE DOUBT

In the kitchen of his ranch house near San
Antonio, Governor John Connally of Tex-
as (right) pores over crucial evidence n
the tragic crime to which he was witness
—and victim—three years ago.

He is studying enlargements ol the fa-
mous movie taken by Abraham Zapruder,
a bystander, on that fatal day in Dallas
when President Kennedy was assassinated
and Connally himself severely wounded.
Connally’s testimony and the evidence of
the Zapruder film are basic to the question
now being more and more loudly raised:
is there a reasonable doubt that Lee Har-
vey Oswald was the lone assassin?

The significant area of doubt narrows
down to one point: Were Connally and
the President—as the Warren Commission

held—wounded by the same bullet? If so,
there was probably only one assassin. Or—
g5 Connally and many others maintain—
were the two men hit almost simultaneous-
ly by separatec bullets? If so, there must
hive bzen (wo assassins.

The question haunted the Warren Com-
mission in its investigations into the death
of President Kennedy. In the ten months
of its existence the Commission heard 552
witnesses, staged re-enactmentis and bal-
listics tests, sifted through 10 million words
of testimony and presented its conclusions
in the 888 closely reasoned pages of the
Report. Those findings are now being
challenged by critics whose arguments have

created widespread skepticism about some
ol the Report’s key conclusions.

The critics have little fresh evidence, nor
do they claim to. They base their dissent on
the Commission’s own 26 volumes of evi-
dence which, the critics claim, do not bear
out the Commission’s cwn conclusions
and sometimes fatly comridict them,
They are particularly aroused over the
Commission’s evaluation of John Con-
nally’s testimony.

Testifying before the Commission, Con-
nally insisted—as he does today (p. 48)—
that he heard what he instantly identified
as a rifle shot. As he was turnirg to look
al the Rresident, he lelt a second shot hit
him. When the Commissicn ran off the
Zapruder film for him, the governor iden-

tified certain frames as ones during which
he believed he had been hit. The moment
he selected was at most 1.3 seconds after
the earliest moment when Kennedy, ac-
cording to the Commission, could have
been hit. Experls have proved that the
murder weapon could not be fired any fast-
er than once every 2.3 seconds. If the Com-
mission is right about the tming of the first
bullet that hit Kennedy, and if Connally is
right about his own wound, Oswald could
not have had time—in 1.3 seconds—1o fire
at both Kennedy and Connally. There
would have had to be a second assassin.
The governor's testimony shook the
Commission. Three of the seven members

expressed doubt that the single-bullet the-
ory had been proved. A separate FBI
report on the assassination also maintained
that Kennedy and Connally had been
struck by different bullets. But in the end
skeptical commissioners went along with
the majority and signed the Report, which
—for reasons summanzed on page 48B—
states that Connally must have been mis-
taken; that he and the President were prob-
ably hit by the same bullet and that in any
case this gquestion was “‘nol necessary (o
any essential findings of the Commission.™
This last statement shocked critics.

Early this month, at LiFg's request,
Governor Connally looked at the disputed
frames from the Zapruder film once again.
This time he got more than just the screen

showing that the Commission had given
him. He was also given enlargements of
every frame, which he could examine in
detail under a magnifying glass. Ever since
he testified before the Warren Commission
the governor had kept silent, preferring to
let the Report speak for itself, But as he
examined the individual frames he was
able to see and recall a number of signifi-
cant details that he had missed in the Com-
mission showing and had never brought
up in his testimony. These confirmed in
his mind what he had previously told the
Commission—that he had been hit by a
second bullet. What he saw and said 1s
presented on the following pages.

THE WARREN COMMISSION. From lkefi:
Rep, Gerald Ford of Michigan; Rep. Hale
Bopes of Lowsiang; Sen, Richard Russel]
of Georgia; Cheell Justice Warren, Commis-
g Chismrman; aen, John Sherman Coo-

per of Kentucky: John ). MeCloy, former
High Commissioner lor Germany; Allen
W. Dulles, the lormser CLA chief: 1. Lee

Kankin, chiel counsel for the Comimission

EVIDENCE. At light table, Governor John
Connally of Texas pecrs throogh o magni=
Iying lass @l enbargements of rames from
Abrabam Zupruder’s assassination movie







The Commission said Kennedy and Connally pjr
were hit behind the sign: between HtPF




ul’ all the witnesseés to the trag-
edy, the only unimpeachable one is
the ¥-mm movic camera of Abra-
ham Zapruder, which recorded the
assassination in sequence. Film
passed through the camera at 18.3
frames a second, & little more than
a Mith of 2 seeond (055 2ec.) for
each frame. By studying individual
frames one can see what happened
at every instantl and mieasure pre-
cisely the intervals belween evenis,

O these pages and the next, the
significant passages of the film are
reproduced, frame by frame. The
numbers printed on them, count-
ed in sequenice lrom the beginning
of the film, are those used by the
Commission 1o identify the frames
Al the left side of each frame the
sprocket holes and the light-struck
preas around them can be seen.

The dismpreement between Ciov-
ernor Connally and the Commis-
sion arises over how lo resd the
Zapruder pictures. OF the three
hiillet strikes—the President s neck
wound, the governor’s wounds
and the President’s head wound-
only the mortal blow 10 the Presi-
dent’s head 18 easy 1o mark on the
flmi. This occurred i the 313k
Mrame and = Aol shown here be-
catise il does not bear on the cod-
iroversy., The iwo earlier hits gre
harder o pin down. President
Kennedy, according 1o the Com-
musston, was out of Zapruder's
sight behind a rosd sign when the
first bullet hit lim in the neck, znd
the hlm seems o confirm i, He
was oul of sight for 18 frames—
one second, Mo one can say lor
sure in which of them he was hit.

CGovernor Connally, according
to the Commission, was hit at the
same Lime as the President—and
therefore also out of view, Con-
nally testified (o the Commission
that it happened otherwise: "I
heard this noise which 1 immedi-
alely took 1o be & rifle shot. 1 in-
stingtively turned (o my nght . . ,
but | did not catch the Presadent
in the corner of my e¢ye. , . . Fail-
ing o see ham, | was turning io
look back over my lelt shoulder
.+« but | never got that far in
my Lurn | gl gkt in the pesi-
tom T oam now I."'""“F you, Jiwivk =
ing a litile bit (o the lefi of center,
and then | fcli ke someone had
hist me in the back.”

Mri. Connally wis even more
specific m her testimony. **1 heard

. « o [rightening noise, and it
came from the right. . . . | lurned
over my right shoulder . . . and
saw the President as he had botl
hands at his neck. . . . He made
no ullerance, no cry. Then, very
soon, there wias the second shol
that hit Jokhn."

The Zapruder filin seems (o bear
oul what the governor siys and
raises o redsonable doubt about
the Commission’s version. In the
sequence on Lhis page, iwo prelim-
inary fraumes establish the scene, In
frame 191 the presidential limou-
sine approaches the highway sign.
Kennedy, with Mrs., Keénnedy be-
side him, has his right hand raised
a8 he waves (o the crowd; his lefl
hand rests agninst his copt lapel
Both he and Governor Connally
look off 1o their rght. The Presi-
dent’s hand is still ruised in salute
in frame 206, the last view of him
before he vanishes behind the sign.
He could have been hil, the Com-
Mmission says, as early as frame 210.

The crucial sequence begins in
frame 222 as Governor Connally
emerges lrom behind the sign look-
ing 1o his right. A sixth of a second
later, in frame 225, the President
emerges and it s clear that he has
been hit, His face is distoried, al-
though Connally’s seems unper-
turbed. The Presidents left hand is
still on his lapel but his right is ris-
ing towrd his neck. By frame 230,
just .27 second after coming into
wiew, his shouolders are hunched
and both hands are at his throat,
o position in which he remains fro-
zen until the end of the sequence
(frame 244, nexd page ).

Beginning at rame 225, Gov-
ernor Connally quickly turns his
head lefiward until, m 228, he
faces siraight ahead, remaining
in this position through the lasi
frame on this page. ""You can see
my leftward movement clearly,”
Connally told LiFe a5 he studied
these frames. 1 had turned 1o the
right when the limousine was be-
hind ithe sign. Now I'm furming
back again. | know that | made
thai iurn fo the lefi before 1 was
hit, You con see the grimace in
the President's face, You cannol
see it in mine. There is no question
about it. 1 haven't been hit yel,”

Connally: ‘1 haven't
been hit yet'...
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... Connally chooses a point nine frames later and says he




was hit HERE

‘It felt like a doubled

fist in the back

Coovernor Connally Beleves. ns
nearly as he can judge i, Lthat the
bullet strock him m the 23dth
(rame. Thit o afl leasd nene (o mes
and one hall second later than the
Commssion savs he was hit. He
might, Connally admits, possibly
have heen hil 4 [rame or (wo ear-
ler But no more. ""Having Ik
al frames 230 (o 235" he s 1o
Liri, 'l can begin o sce mysell
ilump in 2H. The slump is very
pronounced in 235, | am hunched
It looks as if my coat s pulled
away f(rom my shirt. My mouth
s elongated. | don't think there
B ANy queslion el my rcEction
to the shod begins in this me
SCQUENCE,

Mor o there any Queslion in
Connally's mind where Lhe ihol
ame from It was from behind
him, frovm the direction of the Tex-
a3 School Book Depository buihd-
ing. The medical facts bear him
oul, The bulbet, 85 traced by the
doctors who treated Connally at
Parkland Hospetal, tunneled into
the governor’s back close o the
armpil, making a small, neat hole

pypical of an entrance wound. i
shattered a rib, ripped open a lung
nned exited through a lirge, gaping
hole i the governor's chest jusi
below s right nipple. The bullet
pext crashed mmto his nght wrst,
probably the back of i, 10 judge
by shreds of cloth from his coat

that were (ound in the wound. |

smashed the wrist bope into al
least seven or eight pcces, shed
several metal fragments and exiled
from the front of his wrist 1o insh
it course in the governor's belt leg,

a lew inches above the knee

Connally vividly remembers Lhe
jolt of the shot. It felr, he 1old the

Commeson, “"as if someone dous
Bled hix hat and came up belund
¥ and with about a | 2-inch
klaw fit vou i the back, l'.p_l'ud -
low the shoulder blade.” He dd
nol notice that his wrist and leg
haid been mnpured wntil much later,
when he was in the hospital
Alter lrame 235 and lor the me-
maining nine frames of this excerpt
from the Zapruder film, the ather
characters of the druma seem (o be
almost in & state of suspended ani-
A I Hl.'lllu:ll} a1l |.'|LI||.'i'II|I|.'
his throat, Jackee paring al her
hushand with an ¢xpression of uwn-
..1III'||'|r|.'|1-\."|'In.|III|:I_ SLIFpFIRe, the Ne-
cret Service men and the police
staring stohdly nhead as |I'|||||H||||:'_
had happened, But Connally in
this last halfl second is now react-
ing dramatically to his wound. In
236 his mouth Mies open and he
stmrts o twast around woward his
right. Im 238 his night shoulder sud-
denly buckles as he sways towarnd
the limousine doos
Ihrowughout his ordeal, the gov-
ermor claims todav, he knew ex-
actly what was happening to him
1 knew it be tolkd the Commis-
sioil, ““when | looked down and
| was covered with blood: and
the thought immedintely passed
through my mind that there were
cither two or three people in-
volved." He remembers hearing
Agent Kellerman in the front seat
flip on the imercom and say
“Let’s get out of here fast!™ He
was still conscious a moment later
when he heard the shot that Killed
the President
For a closer view of Key mo-
ments in Ui assassinalion evidence,
turn the page (o enlargements
of details in the Zapruder film




Clear of sign, Connally is unhurt, he says

The peciures on these pages are 123 Connally » out from belund the Pressdent has been shot and <o
magnifications of key frames of the highway sign {left) which stll has Connally. The governor recalls
the Fapruder film shown in ihe concenls the Pressdent, 11 1 prodhe that ai the potat he was turmmg (o

FEV RIS SO LEMNCY Her B IR sl wivae Lhe L Omimsaseod. s e Lthe Prewvdent

Kennedy, emerging from behind sign, is wounded

In frame 225, a ninth of & second matic change. One commissioner *Yes,” said the doctor, *"but in the
after frame 223, the President also azked Dr. Robert 5haw, who oper- case of a wound which stmkes a
emerges, his hands rising toward ated on Connally, whether so long bony substance such as a rib, usual-
his throat. Connally shows nodra-  a delayed reaction was possible. Iy the reaction is quite prompt.”




-
Kennedy clutches his throat. Connally says he still felt nothing

i ally | 1 by 1l ime b
| b i it 1 thie P
£ Mt |



Connally reacts to the bullet that hit him




His shoulder buckles, he starts to slump

ond lter, Connally 15 caving in
His right shoulder has slumped
dramatically, The change can be
seen best by noting the red paich
behind him which was identihed as

1 bunch of red roses lying on the
seil nexl o M. Rennedy. In 2306
the roses are only barely wvisible
behind Connally’s right shoulder.
In 242 much more of the roses can

; § jerked down-
witrd and perhaps also forward by
the impact of the bullei, His head

has snapped around to the right

and his mouth scems 1o be fram
g i cry, perhaps the exclama-
tion that his wife heard him ui-
ler spon after he was hitg: "My
Grod! They are going to kil usafl!™

CONTIMLUED a7




Mrs. Connally: | heard a

COMMALLY COLLAPSED. In
frame 312, 4.3 soconds after he
says he was hit, the gpovernor col-
lapses, In mext frame the Presi-
dent received his fatal head shot

second shot and saw him hit

G-;w:rn or John Connally and
his wife, Nellie, studied the Za-
pruder film and the enlargemenis
in the kitchen of their Picosa
ranch house outside of Floresville
near San Antonio. Connally sat
hunched over the hght table on
which the pictures were laid out,
Mrs, Connally sat to his lefi, just
as she had in the presidential lim-
ousing on Nov, 12, 1963, As he
reicched the crucial sequence in
which he says he was struck, the
governor put down the magnifying
class and sat back, elbows on his
knees, head tilted forward, his eyes
staring af the Aoor. Until then, he
had been commenting on each
pholograph. Mow he paused io
sum up the key moments:

“Between the time | heard the
first shot and felt the impact of
the other bullet that obviously
hit me, 1 sensed something was
wrong, and said, "Oh no, no, no.’
After 1 felt the impact | glanced
down and saw that my whole chest
was covered with blood,™

The governor and Mrs. Connal-
Iy are absolutely convinced that
their memories of that day are 1o-
tal and precise. *'I'll bet,” he chal-
lenges friends, "*that you can recall
every detail of the circumsiances
under which yvou heard of the as-
sassination—or Pearl Harbor Day
or the death of F.DLR.

“And that’s why | know every
split second of what happened in
that car until | lost consciousness,
When | heird that first shot and
Wills starting (o turmn o my mght to

see whal had happened, Nellie saw
the Presideni’s hands reaching for
his throat. | staried (o look around
over my lefi shoulder. and some-
where in that revelution 1 was hil.
My recollection of that time gap,
the distinct separation between the
shot that hit the President and the
impact of the one that hit me, is
as clear today as it was then.” To
Connally, a corroborative detail
is that he remembers hearing the
first shot before he felt 2 bullet
hit him. Bulleis, he reminded the
Commission, travel foster than
sound, and therefore the shot he
heard could not have been the shot
he lelL.

Mrs. Connally’s recollection s
as vivid as her husband’s. **As (ur
as the first two shots go,” she says,
“my memory s divided into four
distinet events, First | heard the
shot, or a strange loud noise—1"m
nol that expert on nifles—back be-
hind us. Theo next | urned to my
right and saw the President grip-
ping at his throat, Then | (urned
back toward John, and 1 heard
the second shot that kit John. . . .
I must have been looking right m
him when it hit because | saw him
recoil to the right . . . 50 you s¢¢
I had time 1o look at the President
after he was already hit, then turn
und see John hit by a second shot.
Then, of course, he slumped, and |
reached to pull him roward me.”

Governor Connally bears a scar
on his back, one on his chest, one

on either side of his right wrist,
and one on top of his lefl thigh.
“The doctors tell me there's still &
litthe metal left in me, but they did
a beautiful job. 1 never have any
pain whatsoever. But | can't furn
my right hand past a certamn point.
.o« 1 can’t even turn il palm up.
It's not even a handecap, just an
occasional inconvenience, but it's
a reminder.”™

The governor and his wife made
only one appearance beflore the
Warren Commission, He was ques-
tipned less than an howr, and she
for approsimately five minutes.
“As o matter of fact,"” says Mrs,
Connally, it was almost two
months before any of the investi-
gators showed any interest in ex-
amining John's clothing. When he
went into surgery they gave me his
tig, trousers and socks i a paper
bag. We finally located John's shirt
and suit coat, which we were con-
cerned about because of the wallet
and personal papers in his breast
pocket, in Congressman Henry
Conzales’ clothes elosel in Wash-
ington. 1 1old the Secrel Service
and 1 guess the FBI that 1 had the
clothes, but nobody scemed inter-
ested. Afer about seven weeks 1
1ok John's shirt . . . 00 was all
smeared with his flesh and Blood,
and dipped it in cold water several
times to try and preserve it. Some-
one finally came to pick up his
clothes, 1 think the Commission
sabd s shirt was useless as evi-
dence because it had been ‘laun-
dered.” But | never lnundered it,

I just spaked it in cold water.™

Connally sayvs he hias never read
any of the Warren Repori, not
even his own testimony before the
Commission. *'l lived that day.
My bemmg wounded was only an
incidental part of i1, The horror
was losing our President. Unless
there’s some purpose to be served, [
Just don't wanl (o fan the fames.™

Hn ggreed to ook at and com-
ment on the Zapruder pictures,
presented to him in o far more de-
tailed form than they had been by
the Warren Commission, because
“history is bigger than any indi-
vidual's feelings, 1 don't want 1o
discuss any other facets of the con-
troversy except my wounds as re-
lated to the first shot that hit the
President.

“They talk about the "one-bul-
let or two-bullet theory,” ™ he con-
tinued, ““but as far a2 I'm con-
cerned, there is no ‘theory,” There s
my absolute knowledge, and Mel-
Iie's too, that one bullet caused the
President’s first wound, and that an
entirely separate shol struck me.”

"Moo one will ever convince me
otherwise,” added Mrs. Connally.

“It's wcertamnty,  said the gover=
nor, Ul never change my mind."

DESCRIBING THE MOMENT.
Sented next 1o his wife, just as he
was in the car, Governor Connal-
ly shows whal his position was
when she pulled him into her lap,






Rebuttal by the protagonist of
the one-bullet verdict

Thu; Warren Commission, in in-
ferrogating Governor Connally,
respected both his veracity as a
man and his importance as a wit-
ness— ' He was perhaps the most
important  wilness,” says Arlen
Specter, the Commission bawyer
who interrogated the governor,
Yet in the end the Commission dis-
agreed with him, and did so on a
hasic principle of criminal investi-
gation. That principle, in Specier’s
words, is: **Beware of isolated bits
of evidence, To understand the
whole picture, you must know ev-
ience beyond what was eéxper-
enced by any single witness. We
re-cxamined facts in the fight of
Connally’s sccount, Bul when we
compared his sensory perceplions
with other evidence we were forced
1o find his conclusions incorrect.”

Befare the Warren Commission
began its work, the generally ac-

COMMISSION'S DEFENDER. Arlen
Specter, 16, handled Commission’s
invertigation of the shooting. He is
pow district attorney of Phitadelphia.

488

cepled theory held that séeparate
bullets struck the President and
Connally, The FBI subsenbed 1o
this theory in & three-parl report
published in 1963, Specter himsell
believed 1n i ag first, 11 was also
believed that there was only one
assassin—Lee Harvey Oswald.

When it became clear that it
would require at least 2.3 sec-
onds hetween shots for Oswald Lo
have fired twice, Specier and his
investigators began trying 1o see
if Kennedy could have been hit
2.3 seconds before Connally. This
would mean placing Kennedy's
neck wound at feast as far back as
frame 192 in Zapruder's film, well
before the President vanished be-
hind the highway sign, But effons
io cstablish an carly hat pol no-
where, First there was the Zapruder
film iself, which shows (he Presi-
denit still waving cheerfully as late
as frame 206 (p. 40), just as he
disappears behind the sign. The
clincher was the Commission’s dis-
covery that al frame 192, and for
some time before and after, the
assassin’s line of vision from the
Texas School Book Deposiiory
building wis obscured by a tree,

This was discovered during a
slow-maotion, on-the-scene re-
enactment of the crime. 11 was
staged by the FBI, using a 3Se-
crel Service follow-up limousing in
place of the presidential Lincoln
and FBI sit-ins lor the presidential
party. Early one morning in the
spring of 1964, Elm Street in Dal-
las was sealed 1o 1raiffic and the car
wis pushed slowly down the road.
It was halted at every point where
its position matched a Frame in the
Zapruder film. Up in the sixth-
foor window of the School Book
Depository building, another FBI
man sighted through the scope on
Dswald’s rifle, to which he had al-
tached a movie camera. Every time
ihe car stopped, the FB] camera-
man snapped a picture. The re-
sult was a sequence of stll pic-
tures that matched every Zapruder
frame. bul taken from Oswald's
presumed pomnit of view,

When the Commission saw the
FBI re-enaciment film, it was at

FBI RE-ENACTMEMNT. View through
Oawald's rifle scope at wcen in FBIs
reconstruciion shows the crosshains
ol Kenmedy s stand-in ds he cmernges
from behind tree. This i the earkesi
moament, the Commission <ays, that
the Presideni could have been hi

once obvious that the tree, loom-
mg large in Oswald’s telescopic
sight, was crucial for fixing the
earliest point at which the Presi-
dent would have been hit. The FBI
frome in which Kennedy went un-
der the tree corresponded with Za-
pruder frame 166, The FBI frame
in which the President rode oud
clear of the tree and became a tar-
get for Oswald corresponded to
Zapruder frame 210, It seemed
most unlikely 1o the Commission
that the President could have been
hit as curly as Zopruder 166—be-
couse Kennedy was still waving at
the crowd more than two seconds
later in Frame 206, Mor did a hit
seem likely around Zaproder 186,
when lor a fleeting instant Ken-
nedy Aashed across the assassin's
line of vision through a parting in
the foliage, And it seemed even
less likely—though still possible—
for Oswald 1o have fired blindly
through the tree when he had along
strefich of clear road ahead of him.

Studwving the FRI hlm, the Com-
mission concluded that the earliss
moment the President was hil was
in Zapruder 210, By then, Ken-
nedy was already well behind the
highway sign in Zapruder's film
and only 1.3 seconds away from
the momenl Connally claimed he
was hit—too close in time lor the
assansin 1o have fired twice.

Having wirtually ruled out an
carly hit on President Kennedy,
the Commission was forced next
1o consider what s polentially the
mosl damaging single argument
against Connally’s account ol the
crime: what happened 1o the bul-
let that hit the Presidem?

Aq.'-:mdlng 1o the official auop-
sy report on the President, Ken-
nedy was wounded by a bulle. that
pierced the base of his neck in back
and exited from his throm below
the Adam's apple. Since it siruck
no bone in the President’s neck, it
could hardly have beoen deflecied
and fown out of the car, It did not
bury itsell anywhere in the car.
“Omne of our Most IMPIeSsIve Pieces
of evadence,” savs Specter, *"is the
FBI report on an examination of
the limousine. I concludes that
no part of the car's inlenor wis
struck by a whole buller.”

The only remaining place the
bhullet could have logically gone
was info Connally. The FBI film
shows that he sat directly beyond
Kennedy in the assasans line of
firc. As Specter sums up the Com-
mission's case, " "Given the trajec-
fory from the Book Depository
window, the autopsy, about which
1 have no doubts, and the FRBI

repart on the limousine: where. if
it didn't hit Connally, did that bul-
let go? This is the single most com-
pelling reason why 1 concluded
that one bullet hit both men.”™

As Specter describes i, the Com-
mission arrived at its single-bullet
theary by the elimination of possk-
ble alternutives. This is a risky pro-
cedure in any court of law since
nio one can be sure he knows all
the alternatives, But there is some
evidence to back up the theory.
The path traced by the bullel
through Connally's chest, aceord-
ing to careful measurements mads
for the Commission, is directly in
line with its path through Presi-
dent Kennedy's neck, which sug-
gests that the same bullet wounded
both men. Meveriheless, the meas-
urements are not finally conclu-
sive, since any slight difference in
the nssumed posture of either the
President or Connally would up-
sel the calculstions.

Specter interprets the Zapruder
pictures differently from Connally.
T'o follow his reasoning, leok back
{o the sequence reproduced in the
Previous [KIges.

Specter, like Connally, was fas-
cingted by frame 230 (p. 45), but
for different reasons, **First of all”
he says, “it looks 1o me as il his
lace is wincing, indicating & prob-
sbility he's been hit. Now Jook at
that wrist. ¥You don't see it from
frame 223 10 228 [pp. 40-41], Ken-
nedy’s hands are up, grasping for
the throat, bui Connally’s are
down, at least umil frame 229.
But his wrist is very clesr in 230,
I would like 1o make two points
Firsi, we're preity sure from the
micdical evidence that when Con-
nally was hit, his right wrist was
down in his lap. The alignment of
holes strongly indicates il. How
else could s bullet travel a straight
path through his back and chest
emerging just below his right nip-
ple, pass through his mght wrist
and end up in his left thigh?

*Secondly, in frame 230 1he
wrist is too high to be hit and
throughout the rest of the sequence

all the way until Connally col-
lapses—thal wrist stays roised, |
am convinced that that wrist has
been hit belare it comes imo view
in frame 229. When it was hit, his
hand was probably forced forwird
and down. But you never see that
happen; and | say you don’t be-
cause by 230 the wrist has already
been hit, and that hand coming up
i« a natural reflex action.™

Bui doubsts still remain, Specter
sees Connally wincing in frame 2 30:
Lox’s photo interpretiers think he
looks unharmed, as does Connally
himaell. Mor is there any medical
evidence, despite Specter’s claim,
that Connally™s right hand was in
his lap when he was hit, In Tac,
the illustration published by the
Commission to show Connally's
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position when he was hit has his
right hand not in his lap but raised
level with his chest. [(Although
that illusiration s wrong also,
since the hand is turned palm in-
ward, and from the medical evi
dence it is clear that Connally’s
wrist was struck on the back and
not on the palm side.) Nor can
much importance be given to lin.
ing up Connally's three wounds—
Specter’s “alignment of holes™
theory. Hitting o rib would prob-
ably have deflecied the bullet from
i stradght course; Connally’s wrist
could have been almost anywhen:
unnd still huve been siruck by il

Specter’s—and  the  Commis-
sion's—case for the single-bullet
theory relies heavily on the medi-
el evidence, especially the official
autopsy reporl on the President,
which states that the President’s
neck wound was caused by 3 bullet
coming 3t him from behind. Yet
nething in the case is more con-
fused than the medical evidence,

The doctors who treated Kenne-
dy al Parkland Hospital in Dallas
thought that the wound in front
of Kennedy's throat looked like
an enfrince wound, This would
mean thal Kennedy hod been fired
at from in fromt—which would au-
iomatically role out the single-
bullet theory and esiahlish a secc-
ond assassin, The theory that this
first shot came from the front has
been supported by most of the wil-
nesses Lo the assassination, who
testified that the first shot came
from the direction of & grossy knall
which lav aheasd of the matoroade

The Parkland doctors, 1o be
sure, drew their conclusion under
a severe handscap: they did not
know about the wound in the
back. [n the frantic effort o save
the President’s life by a tracheoto-
my,. they never turned him over
on his stretcher and the back
wound was overlooked,

The doctors al Bethesda Naval
Hospatal in Washington who per-
formed the awopsy seven hours
later were no betier informed.
They quickly found the back
wound, but  they completely
missed the throat wound which
had been obliterated by the trache-
olomy incision performed ol Park-
land. Unable 1o probe the back
worlnd desper than a finger's length
and hinding no sign of any bullet
in the Xorave, the autopsy docton
figured that the wound was <hal-
low snd the bullet had somehow
worked its way oul

It was only later on that they
bearmed of the throat wound, and
by then il was too late Lo re=cxam-
ime the President, The aulopsy was
over; the body had been removed
The autopsy had to be thought

out all over again without u body
o re-examine. The official awtopsy
report stated that the bullet had
gone clear through the President’s
neck from belund.

That report has been repeatedly
challenged. X-rays and photo-
graphs of the President’™s body tak-
en during the autopsy disappeared
immedistely afterward, When Dr,
Humes, chiel examiner, testified
before the Warren Commission
four months afier the assassina-
tion, what he showed was an illus-
tration of Kennedy's neck wound
drawn from memory. Crities have
declared that this was nol con-
sistent with the location ol holes
found in ihe President’s clothing.

In its maost crucial conclusions,
the aulopsy report 8 nol an on-
the-spot record but a remembranee
and reinterpretation of things ir-
revocably past. As such, while nad
necessarily in error, it is at least
open 1o doubt and therefore vul-
nerable support for the Warren
Commussion’s single-bullet theory.

The single-bullet  theory 15, of
course, only one of ihe ohjections
rivized agsinst the Warren Report,
Others are taken up with varying
degress of objectivity in critical
books. Although these books have
done much io make the Report a
matter of concern across the na-
tion and the world, they have—
for the most part—been shoddily
thought ouwt and unconvincingly
presented. In e Oswald Affair,
Léo Sauvape, LS, corresvondent
for the French newspaper Le Frga-
ra, trigs to prove that there were
iwo assagsing, Nether of them, he
save, wis Chwald, and Oswald
himself was framed, He puts forth
a far-fetched theory abour a racesd
conspirscy, Sauvages tone is shrill
and his Facts are questionable.
Whitewash, by Harold Weis-
berg, a wriler who printed his
book sf his own expense, 5 a
broadside againsi almost ewery
statement the Report makes. It
has solid augeets of criticism. but
they are lost in o sea of irrelevan-
cies, The Second Omiald, by Pro-
Fessor Richard Papkin, philosophy
deparment chairman of the Uns-
versity of Californis at San [Diego,
pives credence (o reporls by van-
ous people wha said they encoun-

IAPRUDER OM CAMERA. This pic-
ture was faken by Phillip Willis, a
spectalar, st approximate time Kane
nedy was hit, [t shows Zaproder (cir-
cled) in background. At this poind
Kennedy (abo circled) was sereened
from Zapruder by the highway sign,

lered a man who called himsell
Oewald and looked Jike him at a
time when Oswald himsell was
known to be elsewhere. Popkin
proposes that a second Oswald
participated n the conspiracy and
in the assassinution. His book iz
strictly for detective story fons,

The most successiul book—so
far as sales are congerned—has
been Mark Lane's Bush fo Jude-
meni, which last week stood o
the top of the nonfiction best-
seller list, Lane, @ New York law-
yer, appointed himsell from the
moment of the assassination as
Oswild's defender, and his book
shows his bias. The best criticism
of il comes rom Yale Law Pro-
[essor Alexander Bickel, who {in
Cevmmaciitory magonrine ) calls it *'a
grab-bag of virtuaily all the con-
ceivable theores that offer an al-
ternative to the findings of the
Commission. The book is wild-
Iy speculative . . . peripheral and
mdiscriminate,”

The most neiarly objective book
50 for is fegwest by Edward Jay
Epstein. M started oul as a moster's
thesis in political science. Epslein.
then a graduate student at Comell,
conceived it simply as a study of
a government investigating body
at work, In interviewing Warren
Commission members and staff,
he found bureaucratic bungling,
hasty research (o meet a desdline
and a tendency o tailor cvidence
Lo Tt o preconceived notion of Os-
willd’s sole guili. Epstein’s own
speculations on e assassination
dre open Lo question. But his
report on the workings of the
Commission s enough by itself 1o
throw doubt on the Commission’s

conclusions.,
The erebes of the Commission

are on sounder ground i their ob-
jections to its procedures than in
their dissents from its conclusions,
But in the central issue, of whether
the President and Connally were
hit by the same bullet or separate
ballets, the questions of doubt that
have arisen since the Report were
anticipated within the Commis-
sion itself by the semantic problem
of how to evaluate the single-bullet
thesis. According to Epstein, three
of the members—Senator Richard
Russell, Senntor John Sherman
Cooper and Representative Hale
Boggs —believed that there might
have been separate bullets. The
drafiers of the Report originally
wanied to describe the evidence
supporting the single-builet theory
as compelling,” Senator Russall
proposed it be called merely *“cred-
ible.”” A compromise was reached:
in the fimal report the evidence s
described ag **persigsive,”

Th: evidence, particularly that
given by Governor Connally and
his interpretation of the Zapruder
film, does not prove thar Oswald
had o co-conspirator. Mor does it
disprove i, It does show that rea-
sonable—and  disturbing —doulbl
remains.

One conclusion is inescapable:
the national interest deserves clear
resolution of the doubts. A new
investigating body should be set
up, perhops at the imitiative of
Congress. In a scrupulously objec-
tive and unhurried atmosphere,
without the pressure o give re-
assurance to 4 shocked coun-
iry, it should re-eximine the evi-
dence and consider other evidence

the Warmen Commission failed o
evaluate.

Conclusion: the case
should be reopened
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